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SPECIAL EAST DEVON
THANKS *OUL

First and foremost, thank you. Thank you for coming to the first ever East Devon Soul Festival, and
thank you for picking up this programme. You are the reason this exists. Without your support, none
of this is possible.

A lot of people have given their time, energy and resources to make this weekend happen. It's been
over a year in the making and we couldn't have got here without every single one of them.

To our funders — Arts Council England and Arts and Culture East Devon, thank you for believing in this
idea before it was fully formed and investing in us to make it real.

To our pariners and supporters — Seaton Town Council, Seaton Print, SPL & SPL Radio, and every local
shop and business who put up a poster, shared a post or spread the word. You are the backbone of this.

To Tomorrow's Warriors — thank you for trusting us with your name and bringing the next generation
of UK jazz talent all the way to Seaton. What you've built over the years speaks for itself, and we're
honoured to have you on this bill.

To every artist and DJ on this bill — thank you for saying yes to a first year festival on a shoestring
budget, for believing in what this could become, and for bringing your talent to Seaton this weekend.
This festival is nothing without you.

To our sound systems and crews — Daybreak Audio, Mo Rhythm, and SPL for bringing the noise and
making it sound like it should.

To our promoters — In:Progress and SHEd., for your trust, your talent and your commitment to
making this weekend something special.

To our venues — The Gateway Theatre, Seaton Tramway, The Old Picture House, The Vault Bar, The
Hideaway, and Feast Lyme Bay for opening your doors and making this festival possible. Special
thanks to Feast Lyme Bay for stepping in last minute and showing what community spirit is. And to The
Kings Arms, The Royal Clarence, Tide and Eyre Court — thank you for your support and for
understanding the bigger picture we're building towards.

You're part of this story too.

To our volunteers — thank you for giving your fime and energy to make sure this weekend runs
smoothly, safely and with a smile. You're the glue holding it all together.

And finally — to our families and friends. Thank you for putting up with us. The late nights, the
spreadsheets, the endless conversations about stage times and sound checks. Your patience and love
has carried us through this more than you know.
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WELCOMETO
SOMETHING
NEW

Ask most people to name the music towns of the South West and they'll give you Bristol, Exeter,
maybe Totnes. Seaton rarely comes up. But spend any time here and you start to notice something,
the venues, the spaces, the character of the place. A Victorian picture house reimagined as a live
music venue. A heritage tramway running from Colyton to the coast that becomes, for one
weekend, one of our biggest stages. Bars and rooms with real character and stories in their walls. A
town with far more to offer than it gets credit for.

East Devon Soul Festival exists because we believe that.

Over the past year we've been running live events here, different sizes, different formats,
different crowds, learning the town, understanding what it responds to, building something slowly
and carefully. What we found was a scene. Local artists, DJs, promoters and sound systems with
genuine talent and nowhere near enough opportunity to show it. People who wanted more. Venues
that wanted to be used properly.

This festival is the platform they deserve.

But this weekend is about more than music. Soul, to us, isn't a genre, it's a connector. It's what
happens when jazz, ska, drum and bass, funk and electronica all sit on the same bill, because
underneath it they share something deeper than sound. We want this festival to bring people
together, different generations, different backgrounds, different corners of this community, and
show what Seaton is capable of when it gets the chance.

Alongside our local talent, artists and DJs are travelling from across the country, many with deep
roots and real connections to East Devon, because word is getting out about what's happening here.
The outside world is starting to pay attention.

This town has always been ready. Now it has the stage.

This is a pilot. We'll be honest about that. A scaled-down version of a much bigger idea, built
deliberately to prove the concept and lay the foundations for something that grows year on year —
until East Devon Soul Festival earns its place as a staple on the UK festival circuit.

Today is day one of that story.

We're glad you're part of it
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East Devon Soul Festival is supported by SPL, Sustainable Project Live, a Community Interest
Company that has been quietly building the foundations of a thriving local music scene for nearly
two years.

Most people don't know that Seaton has its own radio station. SPL Radio has been broadcasting
independent music and championing emerging artists since the beginning — giving a platform to
the kind of music mainstream radio ignores and the artists that deserve to be heard. We raised
enough to get it off the ground. Now we need support to grow it, market it and make sure the
people who would love it actually find it.
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And we're thinking beyond this weekend. SPL believes that for music to truly thrive, we need to
be investing in the next generation — not just as future audiences, but as future artists,
promoters, sound engineers, radio presenters and event producers. We're developing a
programme of event production workshops for young people in East Devon, giving them real
hands-on experience of what it takes to put music on and why it matters. We're still seeking
funding to make that happen.

East Devon Soul Festival is one part of something bigger. SPL's vision is a local music scene that
sustains itself, and a community that knows it's worth sustaining.

SPL Radio broadcasts every week. Find us at: sustainableprojectlive.co.uk



Earlier this year our friends at Sustainable Project Live launched a
campaign with a simple message:

“No Local Scene Without Local Support”

Because it's the truth. Grassroots music doesn't survive on passion
alone. It needs infrastructure, resource, and a community that
believes in it enough to invest.

SPL are building that infrastructure right here in East Devon, live
music, radio, workshops, and the tools to make it all sustainable for
the people who make it happen. East Devon Soul Festival is proud to
be part of it.
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